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MINUTES OF THE 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS and POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS

INTERIM COMMITTEE

Wednesday, September 15, 2010 – 2:00 p.m. – Room 30 House Building 

Members

Sen. Peter C. Knudson, Senate Chair

Rep. Fred R Hunsaker, House Cochair 

Rep. Craig A. Frank, House Cochair

Sen. Jon J. Greiner

Sen. Jerry W. Stevenson

Rep. Douglas C. Aagard

Rep. Sheryl L. Allen 

Rep. Jim Bird 

Rep. Ron Bigelow

Rep. Rebecca Chavez-Houck

Rep. Janice M. Fisher 

Rep. Keith Grover

Rep. Neal B. Hendrickson 

Rep. John G. Mathis 

Rep. Jennifer M. Seelig 

Rep. R. Curt Webb

Members Absent:

Sen. Benjamin M. McAdams

Sen. Ralph Okerlund

Rep. Ben C. Ferry

Rep. Kerry W. Gibson

Rep. Larry B. Wiley

Staff Present:

Mr. Benjamin N. Christensen, Policy Analyst

Mr. Joseph Wade, Policy Analyst

Ms. Emily R. Brown, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Victoria S. Ashby, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Wendy Bangerter, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Frank called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

MOTION: Sen. Greiner moved to approve the minutes of the August 18, 2010 meeting. The motion passed

unanimously. Rep. Bigelow and Rep. Webb were absent for the vote. 

2. Voter Engagement

Mr. Christensen, Policy Analyst, distributed and reviewed a slide presentation illustrating the three parts to

voter engagement, including voter registration, voter information, and voter convenience. He reviewed voter

engagement methods currently being used in Utah. He also reviewed several voter engagement programs used

by other states and a chart illustrating voter turnout in all states for the 2008 General Election. 

 

Rep. Chavez-Houck distributed and reviewed "Provisional Ballot Amendments," Voting Centers," and two

Deseret News articles. She also distributed and referred to 2010 General Session H.B. 244, "Provisional Ballot

Amendments for Unregistered Voters," which was introduced but did not pass. She proposed that county clerks

be allowed to count a provisional ballot as both a voter registration and a ballot, once the voter's qualifications

were verified. She also proposed that county clerks in Utah be allowed to keep the voting centers used during

early voting open on both primary and general election days. 

Mr. Alexander Francis, Former Student Director of Leavitt Center for Politics and Public Service, spoke in

favor of Rep. Chavez-Houck's proposal and explained efforts being made to encourage university students to

register to vote, to teach them how to register, and to educate them about issues or problems that students face.  

 

Mr. Jason Yocom, Chief Deputy County Clerk, Salt Lake County, spoke on what it would take to implement

provisional ballot amendments as suggested by Rep. Chavez-Houck. He said that this approach is not being

used in any other state and it is not the same as an election-day ballot. 
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Ms. Marina Lowe, Legislative and Policy Counsel, ACLU of Utah, stated that the bill is more about counting

provisional ballots. She spoke in favor of election-day registration and voting. She said that, even though it is

not the ideal situation, Rep. Chavez-Houck's proposal would be a fair step forward.  

Ms. Marilyn Gillette, Tooele County Clerk, explained the advantages of keeping voting centers with

provisional ballots open on election day. One benefit would be that fewer volunteers and voting judges would

be needed on election day. 

3. Election Law Changes from the Lieutenant Governor's Office and Committee Staff

Mr. Mark J. Thomas, Administrator, Office of the Lieutenant Governor, distributed and reviewed "Election

Issues for Consideration," as each year a number of election issues come up that require consideration by the

Legislature. He reviewed policy issues and cleanup issues for the Committee's consideration of proposed

changes to Utah's election law.

Chair Frank directed staff to draft legislation in preparation for the November interim meeting reflecting the

changes proposed by the Office of the Lieutenant Governor. 

Ms. Brown, Associate General Counsel, distributed and reviewed "Potential Election Law Changes in Title

20A, Election Code." She reviewed campaign and financial reporting requirements in Chapter 11 and other

changes in Title 20A that could be considered for clean up in the code. 

Mr. Thomas Wright, Chair, Salt Lake Republican Party, encouraged openness and transparency in campaign

finance reporting.

Chair Frank directed staff to use their discretion as they work with the Office of the Lt. Governor in drafting

legislation on these issues in preparation for the November meeting. 

4. Election Law Changes from the County Clerks

Mr. Scott C. Hogensen, Chief Deputy County Clerk, Utah County, at the invitation of the committee chairs,

distributed and reviewed a list of issues that the County Clerks Legislative Policy Committee has submitted for

legislative consideration. The proposed substantive changes included support for voting centers, candidate

replacement changes, and compliance with the federal Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE)

Act. He also distributed "Special District Election Proposal."

5. Quality Growth Commission Annual Report

Mr. John F. Bennett, Executive Director of the Quality Growth Commission, Governor's Office of Planning and

Budget, gave the required annual report of the Quality Growth Commission. He stated the three main

responsibilities of the Commission, which are to keep the Legislature up to date, help local governments, and

administer the LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Fund. He distributed a fact sheet about the Fund.

He made recommendations regarding increasing the profitability of local farms and expressed the need to find

ways to keep local farmers productive and profitable as well as able to provide food for our communities.

6. Fee-Based Services by the Department of Administrative Services -- Update

Chair Frank announced that due to a lack of time, discussion of this item would be postponed.

7. Other Items / Adjourn

Chair Frank adjourned the meeting at 4:54 p.m.


